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OUR NEXT ISSUE 
1985 will see the one hundred and fiftieth 
anniversary of the establishment of Durban 
and the seventy fifth anniversary of the 
founding of the Natal University College. 

It is hoped to commemorate these signi­
ficant events in the life of the Province by 
focusing attention on the City of Durban 
and the University of Natal in Natalia 14 
which will be published in December 1984. 
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Editorial 

In compiling the Index to the first ten volumes of Natalia which we 
published two years ago, Mr David Buckley drew our attention to the 
perhaps undue prominence given in the journal to the doings of Anglicans 
and the history of the Anglican church in Natal. 

His point was well taken, but Natalia 13 cannot but return to the theme, 
for June 1983 saw the centenary of the death of John William Colenso, first 
Bishop of Natal. We do so, however, without apology, for Colenso's 
interests and influence extended far beyond the confines of his church. And 
what a worthwhile centennial commemoration it was with a series of 
lectures, a tour, an exhibition in St Peter's church of such excellence as to 
invoke editorial approbation from the Natal Witness, and a play 'What doth 
the Lord require?' on the life and work of the Bishop, performed in the 
Cathedral to appreciative audiences. 

Notes and Queries will record the Centenary in greater detail than is 
appropriate here. What is necessary to affirm editorially is our abiding sense 
of the towering stature of the man, heretic or no: of his missionary zeal, of 
his huge linguistic achievement in learning Zulu and reducing it to written 
form, of his biblical scholarship - he it was who identified the 'P' source in 
the Old Testament -, of his fight for righteousness, truth and justice in 
championing the unpopular causes of Langalibalele and Cetshwayo in the 
noblest tradition of the Old Testament prophets. The extracts from his 
famous Isandhlwana sermon with which the play culminated are reminiscent 
of the Authorized Version of the Scriptures themselves in their inspiration 
and power. That Colenso failed in many of his undertakings: that his 
missionary efforts were sidetracked by sterile theological controversy, that 
his attempts to reinterpret Scripture in the light of current scientific 
knowledge were attacked, scorned or ignored, and that justice was not done 
to Langalibalele and still less to Cetshwayo does not negate the value of the 
good fight that he fought. 

It is therefore fitting to publish as our reprint Colenso's sermon 'Praying 
for Rain', preached in St Peter's cathedral in November 1878 and highly 
relevant to a Natal stricken in 1983 by one of the worst droughts in its 
recorded history. The second reprint is also Colensiana, extracted from the 
short-lived Natal Journal in 1857 and affording an interesting glimpse into 
the life and development of the Bishopstowe community a few brief years 
after the establishment of the mission. It was hoped to publish some of the 
centennial lectures, but this has regrettably not proved feasible because 
either the material would appear more appropriately in theological journals 
or, in the case of Dr Jeff Guy's paper, it would pre-empt publication 
elsewhere. We are grateful to Dr Peter Spiller, however, for the interesting 
sidelights he offers on the characters and quality of the Natal judges who 
pronounced judgement in the so-called 'Colenso cases'. 
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The energies of Bishop Colenso's last years were devoted in large measure 
to attempting to secure justice for Cetshwayo. It is therefore not 
inappropriate that 1983 should see also the commemoration of a Cetshwayo 
Centenary for, though he died in early 1884, it was in 1883 that he was 
restored as Zulu King. Our thanks go to Dr Charles Ballard for so willingly 
meeting our request for an historiographical survey of the changing 
perceptions of the King. 

We are happy to be able to publish a study of Natal literature by, most 
fittingly, Professor Colin Gardner, Head of the Department of English at 
the University of Natal in Pietermaritzburg, which takes Natalia into 
hitherto untrodden literary territory. His colleague in the English 
Department (and also our colleague on the Editorial Committee), William 
Bizley has been able to indulge his extra-mural interests in both railways and 
history in giving us a fascinating glimpse into the Natal Railway Guide of 
1911. 

Russell Brann and Robert Haswell have cast new light on the Pietermaritz­
burg urban scene with their discoveries of Voortrekker buildings still 
standing, but hitherto unrecognized as such. 

Natalia has attempted to cast its net a little wider this year by recruiting 
correspondents in the persons of Mrs Sheila Henderson (Dundee), Mrs Gill 
Tatham (Ladysmith), Mrs Belinda Gordon (Grey town) and Miss Estelle 
Gericke (Eshowe). We thank them for their interest and support - which 
has sometimes extended beyond corresponding to occasional attendance at 
committee meetings. Our thanks go, too, to those many who have so 
willingly and without rewarrl agreed to contribute obituaries or book reviews 
or to Notes and Queries. We are confident that their efforts, together with 
those of our authors, will provide an edition of Natalia of abiding interest 
and value. 

T.B. FROST 



117 

Select List of Recent Natal 

Publications 


ALLEN, Roger D.J. Images of industrial· work and the prospects for 
personal advancement among African factory workers in Durban. 
Durban: The University of Natal, 1982. 

BUTHELEZI COMMISSION (KwaZulu). The Buthelezi Commission: the 
requirements for stability and development in KwaZulu and Natal. 
Durban: H & H Publications, 1982. 

CHADWICK, G.A. The First War of Independence in Natal 1880-1881. 
G.A. Chadwick, Durban; 1981. 

DURBAN. City Engineer's Department. Durban metropolitan transport 
area: interim transport plan 1980-1985. Durban: City Engineer's 
Department, 1980. 

FISKE, Symond. Ploughing a furrow. Pietermaritzburg: K.M. Fiske, 1982. 
The NATAL BUSHVELD: ecology and mammals. Pietermaritzburg: 

Shuter & Shooter in conjunction with Natal Parks Board, 1982. 
NATAL BUSINESS REGISTER -1982/83. Pietermaritzburg, Swan, 1982­
NATAL COAST ANGLERS UNION. Year book: list of records, trophy 

and prize winners. Durban: The Union, 1983. 
PRESTON-WHYTE, R.A. Climate of Durban. Pietermaritzburg: Town 

and Regional Planning Commission, 1980. 
SIVANANDA, Swami. Hindu fasts and festivals. Durban: Divine Life 

Society, 1982. 
SMITH, Ken. Alfred Aylward: the tireless agitator. Cape Town: Donker, 

1983. 
The STORY of Scottsville race course: Pietermaritzburg Turf Club/Pieter­

maritzburg S.P.C.A. Pietermaritzburg: S.P.c.A. (198] ?). 
Compiled by JUNE FARRER 



118 

Register of Research on Natal 
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Notes on Contributors 
CHARLES BALLARD is a native of Virginia, U.S.A. and a graduate of 
lames Madison University in Virginia and of the University of Natal. He 
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